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To all members of Woodplumpton Parish Council

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of Woodplumpton Parish Council to be held in the Parish Rooms at the rear of St Annes Church, Woodplumpton on 27th April 2026 at 7.00pm
David Mills – Proper Officer Woodplumpton Parish Council    Dave Mills
1 APOLOGIES

Members are reminded that apologies should be given in advance of the meeting and will be noted in the Minutes. If a Councillor is absent for 6 consecutive months, an apology must be approved by the Council, prior to the 6 months elapsing or the Councillor will be disqualified. Members are requested to note any given apologies for the March meeting. 
2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th March 2026. 
The Chairman is required to sign the Minutes as a true record. 
3 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
Members are reminded of their responsibility to declare any interests in respect of matters contained in the agenda. A Councillor with a disclosable pecuniary interest or any other interest, as set out in the Council’s Code of Conduct, is subject to statutory restrictions on the right to participate and vote on that matter – see Standing Order 2020 (13)  

Any alterations to declarations of interest made throughout the municipal year, must be submitted to the Clerk, to be forwarded to the Monitoring Officer within 28 days of the change occurring.
4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Members of the public wishing to raise matters in accordance with Standing Order 2020 (3g & h), should raise them here. The length of the adjournment will be at the Chairman’s discretion. Matters requiring a Council decision must be included as a specific Agenda item.
An invitation to attend has been sent to the Police, County and City Councillors.
Following any other items raised by the public, the meeting will be reconvened and any decision taken by the Council will be documented under the agenda item.
5 REQUEST FOR A DONATION FROM ST ANNES CHURCH WOODPLUMPTON
St Annes church has submitted a request that the Parish Council funds the replacement of the Church windows, The funding request is set out in detail in the attached submissions.
The council is requested to support one of the proposed funding options.

Members of the church council will present the path forward to the meeting, now that they have information and a quotation from the architect.
6 2025/26 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 1 March 2026 to 31 March 2026.
The Chairman is required to verify that the financial accounts and bank statements have been reconciled.
The End of March Balances were:

Current Account    £33,190.89
CCLA Account      £400,000.00
7 QUARTER 4 FINANCIAL REVIEW
The council is invited to note the quarter 4 outturn for 2025/26, representing the end of year position.
The end of year Financial Balances are:

CIL balance

£354,219.08

End of year Reserve
£78,971.81

The agreed budget for 2026/27 is £76,228.

The End of Year Reserve represents 104% of the budget.
8 APPROVAL OF THE ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN AGAR
The Council is requested to Approve the draft AGAR and the Chairman should sign along with the Financial Officer.

9 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS since 01 April 2026
Members are requested to note and approve the following accounts already paid after the January meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	April payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Catforth in Bloom 2026
	Catforth in Bloom
	£350.00
	Ref 1

	Community Garden Edging
	Hayes Landscaping
	£8,584.00
	Ref 2

	Plants for Planters
	Bannister Hall
	£145.80
	Ref 3

	Hedge removal for SPID Catforth
	Hayes Landscaping
	£784.00
	Ref 4

	Files for 2025/26 audit
	Viking Direct
	£20.28
	Ref 5

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


10 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

Members are requested to approve the following accounts for payment 
	Pension contributions clerk April 2026
	£69.86
	DD
	

	Clerk Salary April 2026
	£849.25
	BACs
	

	HMRC PAYE April 2026
	£628.80
	BACs
	

	Employer National Insurance April 2026
	£165.14
	BACs
	

	Parish Rooms Rental April 2026
	£50.00
	BACs
	

	Clerk Expenses
	£231.90
	BACs
	


11 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
Members are requested to consider and approve the attached delegated comments for February 2025. Applications can be viewed at www.preston.gov.uk
12 CLERK’S SALARY
The Council is invited to Note that with the annual increment the Clerks salary increases to £18,215 per annum from 1st April 2026.

13 CATFORTH IN BLOOM

Councillors are requested to note that a payment of £350.00 has been made to Catforth in Bloom.  This is a regular payment that is included in the budget.
14 CIL PROJECTS

The Parish Council has 4 long term larger projects in the pipeline but with no certainty about when they can be delivered and no agreement from PCC that money can be held beyond the 5 year timeline, as follows:

1. Linear Park (no progress reported from PCC for around a year) – Councillor Thompson has been in touch with Chris Hayward, who is fully aware of the request and will respond once the PCC position is clear.
The Clerk is concerned that there will be little progress on the Linear Park until after the local government reorganization, which will provide clarity about which group is responsible for the park.  WPC should therefore not rely on the Linear Park as a place to invest any of our current CIL money.
2. The Orchard Play Area – Actively being Worked on.

3. Hayfield Park Play Area – Little progress reported.
4. Refurbishment of the Canal towpaths – Actively being worked on.

Currently only The Orchard Play Area and the Canal Towpaths are making any progress indicating that they may be delivered in the next couple of years.

Work is ongoing with the Canal and Rivers trust to identify the length of Canal Towpath that it would be sensible to improve.  This will allow more detailed costings to be prepared, so that it can be considered when we would be able to afford the delivery of this project.
The Clerk has been informed that the CIL payment from Preston City Council in April 2026 will be £295,285.
CIL spending for 2025/6 to date is £74,481 compared to income the year of £77,900, therefore efforts are needed to identify and progress projects.

Councillors are requested to Note that we now have £120,000 of CIL money that is 3 years old. (received in April 2023)
Councillors are requested to Note the Age of CIL money assessment vs the planned future projects.  This indicates that we now have money available to start considering provisioning funding for either the Linear Park or the resurfacing of the Canal Towpaths.

Progress of Smaller Projects

SPIDS on the East West Link Road
The posts have been installed and the SPIDs have been ordered.  Installation is expected to occur soon.

SPIDs on Catforth Road

Locations have been agreed for SPIDs along Catforth Road.  The area of hedge that required replacing to make a site for the SPID post has been completed and LCC Highways have been asked to schedule the installation of the posts.  The quoted price for the installation of the posts is £2,200 plus VAT.
Bus Stops in Catforth and Elsewhere
The Bus stops installation on Catforth Road near the Green Lane Junction by LCC Infrastructure Team has been chased.

Grit Bin suggestion from a resident
Grit Bin suggestion on Tabley Lane outside Smithy Cottage, by the post box.

The council is requested to approve the purchase of a Grit bin along with the associated replenishment service.

.
Speeding on the back lanes in Catforth

Due to concern about the speed of vehicles on a single track lane, a resident has requested to have the monitoring tubes deployed on Miller Lane at Stainton Lodge and High Spring Cottages, in order to provide data as to the extent of the problem.

The Council is invited to approve this request.
Daffodil Bulbs to create a spring display across the Parish
Suggestion received to plant circa 35,000 bulbs at as cost of £10,000.  The council is invited to approve the suggestion.

The planting is planned to be via a parish event with WPC providing refreshments in the Parish Rooms and Catforth Village Hall, in order to bring the Parish together and minimize labour costs.

Question – do we need permission to plant bulbs in verges that are owned by Highways/Preston City Council.

Eaves Project

Councillors to Note that LCC Highways have completed the work on the Junction between Eaves Lane and Brierley Lane so the planter may be put into place.
15 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION
16 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 18th May 2026 at 6:30 in the Parish Rooms.  This is the annual Parish Meeting.
END
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Confirmed as a true Record ……………………………….    Chairman

